BEPISTLE OF I JOHN
Two kinds of Evidence

External -« Early Christian and secular writers attribute epistle to John from

the very first, Clarke

Internal - Expressions and style of writer

Comparison with other works

EPTSTLE GOSPEL

l. v.l. That which was from the l. v.l In the beginning was the word
beginning

2, 2:8= T write to you a new 2, 13:34~ A new commandment T give unto
commandment you

2, 2:8= The darkness vasseth away 3, 1:5 The light shineth in darkness
and the light which is true now s v.9 That was the true light
shineth.

L, We shall be like him, for we 4, 17:24- Be with me where L am, that
shall see him as he is... they may behold my glory...

5, 3:8« He who worketh sin is of - 5, 8:44 Ye are of yrur father the devil:
the devil, for the devil sinneth He was a2 murderer from the beginning

from the beginning
6. 4:9 By this the love of God was 6., 3:16
manifested, that Ged sent his Son,
the only begotten into the world,
that we might live through him.
7. 4:12 Ve man hath seen God at any 7. No man hath seen God at any time.,
time,
There are nineteen definite points of comparison such as these, which shows to

me beyond anvy reasonable doubt that John did write this book, whether evistle,

as some claim, or treatise.

Another point which Dr. McKnight uses as proof is Demonstrative Prounoun "This"

1. This is the testimony
2. This is the work of God
3, This is the will of him

3
b, This is the epistle of 1life
5. This is the commandment

)

This is the wvictory
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7. This is he who came hy water

8. This is the vpromise

Tn this book the writer does not identify himself either in the beginning or the

ending and since an epistle is a letter and considered to be corresvondence be-

tween one verson and others, many de not consider this an epistle, but a treatise

on the subject of the divinity and humanity of Jesus, combating false doctrine.

THE EPISTIE

Vv 1. Beginning « John 1:1

Prov. :8:22 The Lord possessed me in the bheginning of his way, before his

works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the begin-
ning, or ever the earth was., When there were no denths, T was
brought forth:; when there were no fountains abounding with
water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was
T brousght forth: while as yet he had not made the earth, nor
the fields., nor the hirchest part of the dust of the world.
When he prepvpared the heavens, I was there: when he set a com-
rass upon the face of the depth: when he established the
clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep:
When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not
vass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the
earth: Then T was by him, as one brought up with him: and T was
daily his delight rejoicing always before hims Rejoiecing in the
habitable part of his earth:; and my delights were with the sons

of men.
Col. 1:17 And he is before all things and by him all things consist.

Seen with our eyes -~ Looked Upon

2 Pet. 1:16
For we did not follow cunningly devised fables, when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

1 Jno 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that the father sent the son to

be the savior of the world.

Beheld - in a sense could be same as looked upon
John 1:14 And we beheld (Actually saw ANT) his gzlory, glory as of the

only begotten of the father, full of grace and truth.
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Isa. 40:5 And the glory of the Tord shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lbrd hath svpoken

it.ﬁﬂa»

Matt 17:2 Transfiguration
John 2:11 Beginning of Miracles

John 11:40 RBelieve and see glory of Lord -~ to Martha at Death of Lazarus,.

2 Pet 1:17 For he received from God the father honor and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my

Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaseds..ocss

Hands handled...
Luke 24:39 dinvited them to handle hands and feet as proof of resurrection

John 20:27 1Invited thomas to reach forth fingers and hands to touch...

Verse 2 Iife

Psa 3%36:9 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we
see light

John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men

John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst

John 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth on me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live.co.s

John 14:6 T am the way the truth and the life, no man cometh unto the
Father, but by mee...

Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.

dino 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. He that hath khe son hath life;
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life

Meaning of what is to have the son of Godeseo

Was Manifested
Rom 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the prorhets,
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, make known

to all nations for the obedience of faithe....
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1 Tim 3%:16 And without controversy great‘is the mystery of godliness;
He who was manifested:in the flesh, Justified in the spirit;
Seen of Angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the

world, received up in glory....ASV

And great and important and weighty, we confless, is the hidden
truth -~ the mystic secret - of godliness. He (God) was made
visible in human flesh, justified and vindicated in the (Holy)
Spitit, was seen by angels, preached among the nations (gen-
tiles, KJV), believed on in the world (and) taken up in glory.
ANT

1 Jno 3:5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away sins; and in

him is no sin.

Fou know that He appeared in visible form and became Man to
take away (upon Himself) sins, and in Him there is no sins =~

essentially and forever. ANT

é; Bear Witness

Ivke 24:48 "Ye are witness of these things"... after giving great commission.

Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth. KjV

Isa 52:10 The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation
of our God.

Matt 28:19 Great Commission

John 15:27 And ye shall also bear witness, because ye have been with me
form the beginning

Acts 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he
was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with
us of his resurrection., (This was reference to the selection of
a man to take the place of Judas Iscariot as an apotle and wit-
ness.)

Rom 10:18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes, verily, their sound went
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.
(8peaking of the Jews and his desire for them to be saved and

quoting from Psalm 19:5)
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Acts 2:3%2 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses.

John 19:35 And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness
is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, bhat ye also may
believe.

John 21:24 This is the disciple that beareth witnessof these things,
and wrote these thines: and we know that his witness is true.

Rev 1:2 s «Who bare witness of the word of God, and of the testimony
of Jesus Christ, even of a2ll things that he saw.

3 John 12 .oeyea, we also bear witness; and thou knowest that our
witness is true.

Show forth unto you eternal life

In setting forth Christ he is setting forth eternal 1life for without
Christ we cannot be saved.

John 17:3 And this is life #ternal that they should know thee, the only
true God, and him whom thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.

Was with the father
That we have seen - declared - (bore witness - manifested)

That ye may have fellowship with ust-=--
Us: The Apostles
same belief
same hope
same joy ~- arising from this fact that Jesus was on earth in the
forr of a man.

N"HAVE FELLOWSHIP" -~ means to have anything in common with others -~ to
share with them that common things.

Fellowship is with the Father

A. John shared ~ had something in common-with the Father throusgh Christ.
1. There was unity of feeling,
affection
desire
plan, and this was his source of joy
2« He - like God -~ was concerned ¥ith the salvation of men
3. He - as God - loved Jesus the Son, etc.
4, He shared in the plan of redemptioNeccces
5. He had attachment to the same things
loved the same truth
desired the same objects
engaged in same work.

B%. Fellowship of Christian with God.
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le Attachment to:
same truths
same objects
same beings - Christ and men - love for
love for the same principles

2. Same kind of happiness - degree not same =~
happiness of God found in
Holiness, truth, purity, Jjustice, mercy, benevolence......

3. Employment or cooperation with God -----
a. Sphere in which God works alene -
10 Creation
2) Upholding Things
%) Government of Universe
4) Transmission of light from world to world
5) Seasons
6) Rise and set of sun
7) Storms '
8) Tides
9) flight of comet

b. Sphere in which we can cooperate mnd he admits us graciously
into his cooperation plan - not do for man what man can do for
himself.

1) Farmer sows grain

2) Surceon binds wouhd

%) Medicine a means to health - God gives

4) Efforts to save our souls and souls of others

ce. Scriptural proéf of the above.

1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom ye were called into the fellow-
ship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

John 15:4 Abide in me, and T in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; so neither can ye,
except yve abide in me,

John 17:21 That they may all be one; even as thou Father, art in me ad
I in thee, that they also may be tn us: ’

1 Ono 4:13 Hereby we ¥know that we abide in him and he is us, bec&;se
he that given us of his Spirit.

1 Cor 3:9 For we are God's fellow-workers: ye are God's husbandry,
God's building. ASV

For we are fellow workmen - joint promoters, laborers together -
with and for God.....ANT

Mark 16:20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord work-
ing with them, and confirming the word by the signs that

fdllowede.oeso

2 Cor 6;1 And working together with him, we entreat also that ye re-
ceive not the grace of God in vaines..

3 Jno 8 We therefore ought to welcome such, that we may be fellow-
workers for the truth.....
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L4, Fellowship by direct communfion in Prayer
: Meditation
Worship
Joyus thing to worshiv..ceeo.

5. Fellowship with God and Christ at the Judgmente.occece

2 Thes 1:10

Matt 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily T sayv unto vou, that ve who
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man
shall sit on the throne of his gloryv, ve also shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judeging the twelve tribes of Israel..

Rev 3:21 He that overcometh, T will give to him teo sit down with me
in my throne, as T also overcame. and sat down with my
Father in his throne.

And with his SO0N.cseccrcnoocnns
Phil 2:10 Have this mind in vou which was also in Christ Jesus
Character, feeline, desire, spirit., nlan

Fpl 5:32 This mystery is sreat but T srveak in recard of Christ and
the church.....

Col 1:27 .ooto whom God was vleased to make known what is the rich=es
of the glory of this mystery among the gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory

Rom 8:10 And if Christ is in vou, the body is dead because of sin:
but the spirit fs 1life because of righteousnesS..c.e

V. 5
MEESAGE might be tried to tiem in with other passages where message is
used. In most cases it refers to something else@ecc..

Message which generally delivered = Matt 28:18-20 Mark 16:15-16

T Cor 15:1ff
Now I make nown unto you brethren, the gospel which I vreached
to you which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which
also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I preached
uito you, except ye believed in vain. For T delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received, that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures.....
this paul's message in this particular instance
John had a different one at this present time
theugh in the Leng run it was the same.

More specifically

30D IS LIGHT
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GOD IS LIGHT v, 5

Think of God- what is brought to mind?2?
1. Holy
2. Terror, judgment, wrath, justice, mercv, in 0ld Testament

New Testament
1. Love
2., Purity
3. Kindness, attributes of Christ

Think of Light -
Absence of dight is darkness - light was in the bepginning...esee
Adam sibned - world plunged into darkness of sin -
Fellowship - jov spoken of by John in v 4,~-~

Darkness of pit with top on - no light
groping around in the d=rk

Darkness apprehended not the light John 1:1-5

Christ is light - God is Light
purity, truth, knowledge, prosperity, happiness

John 1:4-5
1 Tim 6:16 who only hath immortality, dwelling in licht unapproachable;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see; to whom be honor and power

eternalecessse

NO DARKNESS AT ATL
Absolutely perfect - source of sin & Misery not tole changed to God

V. 6

FELLOWSHIP - notice foundation laid of light and fellowship in veerse 3....

WALK TN DARKNESS * two cannot agree, house divided, two cannot walk together

2 Cor 6:14f be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship
have righteousness with iniquitvy? or what communion hath light
with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or
what portion hath a believer with an unbeliever , And what ag-
reement hath a temple of God with idols? for we are z temple
of the living God; ewmen as God said, T will dwell in them and
walk in them; and T will be their God and they shall be my
people...
we say one thing - do something elde - Tf we live in sin
(darkness) we prove our proféssion is wrong - false...

WE LIE

DO NOT THE TRUTH
Act in accordance with truth
1. Many living in known sins - proféssing
a. Mark minds - without knowledge
b. Do not know peace which passeth understanding
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2. Trusting in name Oforms - rituals
a. Baptism e o :
be no true fellowship with God at all....

3. Times of depression for all
careso of this life - doubt about salvation

V. 7

WALK IN LIGHT

1. Leading 1life of purity
a. examples - to brethren
b, light in world - Mt 5:16

2. In Truth
2. in opvomgition to all error
b. clrar spiritual truths
2 Cor 4:16 Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man perisheth,
our inward man is renewed day by day ...

i Cor 2:9-15

Eph 1:18 having the eves of your heart enlightened, that ye may know what
is the hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in k%® saintsc....

3. Enjoying comforts of religion -
(Some people h=ve ijust enough religioh to make them miserable.)

2 Cax 1:3 Blessed be the God anf Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and God of all comfort: who comforteth us in
all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort them that
are in any affliction, throush the comfort wherewith we =¥
ourselves were comforted

1%:11 be perfected, be comforted, be of the same mind
John 12:35 Yet a little while is the lisht among you. Walk while ye have

the light, that darkness overtake you not; and he that walketh
in the darkness knoweth not whither he goethoeecos

FELLOWSHIP ONE WITH ANOTHER -
we shall resemble each other - closeness with Christ, ecah other
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Verse 7

BEOOD COF CHRIST - meXem cleanseth- present tense

Redemption through his blood - ®Bph 1:17 - Col 1:14

Peace Col 1:20
Justified Rom 5:9
1 Cor 6:11 - washed, sanctified, justified

Heb 9:14 How much more shall the blood fo Christ. who through
the eternal Sypirit offered himself without blemish unto God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"

1 Pet 1:19 ....redeemed....not with corruptible things...o.
"but with tke precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot, even the bhlood of Christ..."

Rev 1:5 "X Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the first-
born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. Unto
him that lovedh us, and loosed us from our sins by his blood.

No one can be saved without the blood of Christ —-—-
Acts 20:28

VERSE 8

TF WE SAY WE HAVE NO STIN -
Compare with v. 10 -~ Tf we say we have not sinned!

Job 9:2 Truly %% I know it is so, How can a man be just before God.
Job 15:14 What is man, that he should be clean?
Job 28:4 How then can a man be justified with God.

2 Chrom. 6:36 - 1 Kings 8:46 "Tf they sin against thee, (for there
is no man that sinneth not) and thou be angry with them and deliver
them to thine enemy.

Prov 20:9 '"#ho can say, I have made my heart clean, and T am pure
from my sin?

Fcel 7:20 "For there is not a just man.upon the earth that doeth
good and sinneth not."

Tsa 64:6 "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our risht-
eousness are as filthy rags - and we all do fade as a leaf, and
our inigquities like the wind, have taken us away....

R Rom 3:10 as it is written, "There is none righteous, no not one."
Ps 14:1ff
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Verse 8 continued

Rom 7:21 TIfind then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is
present with me. :

Gal 3%3:22 But the scriptwre hath concluded that =mx® all are under
sin

POSSIBLY VERSE 8 REFERS TO DOCTRINE OF NICOTLAITANS
nothing forbidden to children of God - mentioned Rev 2:6, 16

At our best we need the blood of Christ -

Person told me one time his conscience did not bother him as

evidence that he lived above sin.
James 3:2 TIn many things we all offend” = to stumble, to fall

to commit error

When Nicolaitans were persecuted concerning certain things sacrificed
to idols, they contended it would do no harm - that it was in-
different as to whether or not thev ate Rom 14 1 Cor 8

to hate their deeds was a sign of lifeamong Christians Rev 2:6

to tolerate was to forfeit glory Rev 2:14-15

Donec

Doctrine of once saved = always saved

1. Rom 8:1 No condemnation ‘
1 Jn 5:4 For whosoever is begotten of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that overcometh the world,even our fatth."

1 Jn 5:18 We know that whosoever is begotten of Gal sinneth not:
but he that was begotten of God keeneth himself and the evil
one toucheth him note,..-

WE DECEIVE OURSELVES
We have not proper insight as ® hhe character of mankind...

TRUTH IS NOT IN US
No one can have the truth of God in him, as has already heen dem-
monstrated, and sav we do not sin.cece..e.

A man will not say tacks don't hurt when he has tacks in his shoes..
we know that if he says tacks don't hurt, he does not have tacks
in his shoesSess.

Verse 9

IF WE CONFESS OUR SINS - Psalm 32:5 Prove 28:13

homologed "To confess, i.e., to admit or declare one's self guilty of what
one is accused of..." "To say the same things as another i.e.. to agree
with, assent." Thaver's Greek~English Lexicon.

As used in:

Matt 10:3%32 Specific - confess Christ before men

Tohn L3200 He confessed that he was not the Christ - John the bantist

John 9:22 "These things said his marents, because they feared the
Jews: for the Jews had acreed already, that if any man
shoild confess him to be Christ, he should be put out of
the svynagosue.,."
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Verse 9 -« continued

John 12:42 "but of the Pharisees thev did not confess ht, lest
they should he put out of the svnaccime.

Rom 10:9 with the mouth confession is made unto selvation.....
James 5:16 Confess vour faults one to another and mrav one to another

Acts 19:18 Manv of them that had helieved came, confessing, and declarine
their deeds.

Matt 3:6 thev were hantized of him in the river Tordan confessine their sins.

Pgalm 5]

Have mercy umnon me, 0 God, accordinege to thv lovinegkindness: accordine unto
the multitude of thy tender mercies blot nut my transesressions. Wash me
thoushly from mine iniquity. and cleanse me from my sin. :or I acknowledge
my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Asainst thee, thee only,
have I sinned. ard done this evil in thy sizght: that thou mightest be just-
ified when thou speakest and be clear when thoun judsest. Behold T was shanen
in iniguity and in Ain did mv mother conceive we. Behold, thoun desirest
truth in the inward wis: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me know
wisdnm, Purse me with hvsson and T shall he clean: wash me and T shall be
whiter than snow. Make we tb hear dov and oladness: that the hones which
thouv hast broken mav rejoice. Wide thy face from mvy =ins, and blot ont 211
mine dinioguities, COreate in me 2 clean heart, 0 God, and renew 2 richt snirit
within me, O=zst me not saswav from thy vnresence and take not thv holy gnirit
from fle, Restore unto me the Hdov of thv salvation and uvrheld ma with thy
free gnirit. Then will T teach transeressors thy wave and sinners shall
converted unto thee, Deliwver me from hloodeniltiness, 0O od, thou nd of
my salvation snd my tonpue chall sing alond of thy righteousness. 0O Tokd,
onen thon my lips 2nd mv mouth shall shew forty thy nraise. For thou desirest
rot gsacrifice: else would T pive it: thou delirshtest not in hournt offering,
The sacrifices of God are a broken snirit: a bhroken and contrite heart, O

fod, thow wilt not desnise. Do geood in thy cood rvleasnre unto %ion, bvild
thon the walls of Jerusalem. Then shall thou be nleased with the sacrifices
of ricshteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offerines: then shall
thevy offer bullocks uron thine a2ltar.?

he

Psalm 32

T HAVE STNNED
Matt 27:4 din that T have hetraved innocent hlood

Tunke 15:18 »prodiecal san

We micht confess 9(by heing nromnted??) our =2cts of kindness. our
gond deeds, ete

Will we confess our sins? To %od? Ta nur hrethren?

Whv will we not confess our sins to our brethren? James 5:16



